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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Examiner: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement dated September 4, 2002, Applicants 
hereby elect with traverse to proceed with Group II-claims 14-16, 18 and 20. 

Claims 10-21 are pending in this application. The Examiner has restricted the claims 
to two groups: Group I-claims 10-13, 17, 19, and 21, drawn to a polynucleotide [SEQ ID 
NO. 1] encoding a protein with expansin activity [SEQ ID NO. 2-7] and Group II-claims 14- 
16, 18 and 20, drawn to a method of identifying a nucleic acid encoding expansin protein by 
hybridization, etc. Applicants submit that no separate search is required to search the non- 
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elected groups as all claims are generally directed to a polynucleotide encoding expansin 
protein and can be reviewed in a single search. Reconsideration jls requested. 

No fees or extensions of time are believed to be due in connection with this election; 
however, consider this a request for any extension inadvertently omitted, and charge any 
additional fees to Deposit Account No. 26-0084. 

Respectfully submitted, 





Heidi S. NebeH/Reg. No. 37,719 
McKEE, VOORHEES & SEASE 
801 Grand Avenue, Suite 3200 
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Fax No. (515)288-1338 
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